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Fifteen California cities and eight
California counties have earned
recogmtion for their commitment o
‘pons;éhh, mining practices that
comply with the state’s Surface
Mining and Reclamation Act. The
cities -~ Azusa, Bakersfield, Corona,
Irwindale, Lake Elsinore, Lake Forest,
Marina, Needles, Palmdale, Paso
Robles, Richmond, Rocklin, San
Bernardino, Upland and Vista, and the
counties - Alpine, Calaveras, Del
Morte, Fresno, Napa, Santa Clara,
Santa Cruz and Tuolumne — won the
Department of Conservation’s
SMARA Lead Agency Award.

Award presentations are curr ently
underway in the winning jurisdictions.
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Inttiated as a means of fostering
state/local government partnerships,
he program is in its third year.
Selection criteria was based on the
ead agency having a permanent
certified SMARA ordinance, and 90
percent of th

e jurisdiction’s mines
having approved reclamation plans
and financial assurances. Allowances
fewer
than 10 mines; they could qualify if no
more than one mine was.out of
u‘;n‘;pﬁhm@g with these requirements.
Next year’s criteria will retain these
qualifiers, but will add the
requirement

were made for jurisdictions with

that mine inspections be
completed for all mines within the
lead agency’s jurisdiction.

1

While winter storms wreaked havoe 1o

lives and property throughout the

state, and fmmdazmd é least four
mines i the Central Valley, flooding
resulted in an increase d need for sand

and gravel to repair levees and roads.

:nt need, Public
de requirements that

To address this urg
Contracts Co

cies purchase a

/ from sources that are in
h SMARA (the “AB
3098 E%Eégﬁ VT 15t7) were waived

during the flood emergency by
executive order signed by Governor
Wilson. Concerned about the
potential need to waive SMARA
requirements, OMR staff
declared-disaster area counties about
whether or not there was a need o
temporarily suspend reclamation plan
and financial assurance requirements
to have access to mineral materials
needed for emergency repairs.

f surveyed

Due to distance from existing

permitted operations, only three
Northern Calif
pre
aggregate needs.

ornia counties felt some
ssure in addressing emergency

g Plumas Cou }éy
resolved its problem by facilitating an
expedited permit review process in
cooperation with OMR
C ‘*-Emz" also used an expedited process
for mine approval. Other counties
chose to invoke the emergency clause
cont dwu% in their SMARA
ordinances, which authorized

Alpine

extended hours of production during
sencles, {N(}'E\P: Not all lead
agencies have incorporated such an
emergency clause thw their
SMARA ordinances.y Consequently
SMARA requirements were not
waived.

cme
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At its January 16, 1997 regula
business meeting, the State Mining
and Geology Board formally adopted
egulation amending Title 14,

Division 2, section 3505 of the
California Code of Regulations. This
ation zmpﬂuncma clarifies and

s specific the provisions of
Resources Code §2714(a) and
(b)Y as it applies o on-site construction
and restoring land following o flood
or natural disaster as they relate 1o

“flood control facilities.”

CCR §

The fi

3505(a)2) has been added.

rst part of this new subdivision
is a statement of intent, and defines
the term “flood control facility.” The
second part specifies the criteria that
must be considered in determining
particuiar flood control facility 1
exempt from the ;cq irements of
SMARA. upm cally, the facility
quesiion mu F_am been designec

fa

v 1tk
Tand
constructed 1o an ;1@@10%4;
engineering ;)Ea:L managed by a
responsible public agency, and clean-
out activities may not leave the facility

in a state that exceeds the design

specifications in existence
immediately preceding the

maintenance operations.

gulation, the boar
the
general’s opinion, public
comments received during

In preparing this reg
relied on information fro
attorney g

several of

the board’s committee and regular
business meetings, inquiries received
vy the Otfice of Mine Reclamation
from surface mine operators,

wd

iH

comments from the County
Supervisors Association of California

£
and various water district authorities,

lead agency personnel and mining
industry representatives,

The text of CCR § 3505(a)(2) reads:
“The purpose of this subdivision is to
define the criteria of a “flood control
faciliry,” the clean-out of which is
exempt from the requirements of the
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act
of 1975 under PRC 2714(a) and (b).
It is intended that cleaning out of a
previously engineered, constructed
Jacility for which approved design
plans exist is an activiry to restore the
usefulness of that flood control fucility
o its original design purpose. It is
not the intent of this subdivision to
exempt the removal of materials from
natural channels.

The removal of post-construction
accumulated materials from a

responsible public agency approi
managed, engineered constructed
Jacility intended for the purpose of
water retention or detention, debris
retention, or from a flood water
conveyance, where the post extraction
vrade of the

¢

condition, capaciry or
Jfacility or convevance does not exceed
the as-built approved design
specification contained in the
approved documents for the facility or
conveyance, shall be exempt from the
provisions of the Act

John G. Parrish, Ph.D.
Executive Officer, SMGE

> al a flagstone
Los Pa

3

orest precipitated

E

Santa Barbara County Planning
Commission hearing in February. The
quarry, which has recently come under
the jurisdiction of the county, has been
operating since 1953, and still does
not have a lead-agency approved
reclamation plan.

The landslide buried approximately
one-halt mile of a blue-line creck
under debris of up to 100 feet deep.
Geologic mapping indicates there may
he numerous historical lands
the area. Side

shides in
casting of mine waste
material on top of an old landslide 15
believed to have caused the most

recent stope fatlure, and remains a

major concern because the area is 50
prone to landshides. €
officials,

County planning
, frustrated by years of
émmn’;pﬁaic; and inadequate
reclamation plan submittals by the
operator, recommended that the
quarry be closed until 115 10
compliance with California's Surface
Mining and Reclamation Act and the
s mining ordinance. Also
nended was that the operator be
disposal
polen

lures at the mine.

FECOI
required to provide a waste

desien that will minimize the
for future slope {

OMR tec ers Jim
Pompy and Kit Custis attended the

B

ical staff membe

hearing at the request of the county,
and have provided technical review

and comment where 'ippmpnza%c
After seven hou stimony, the

planning commission da;uduz to

s of (e

continue the hearing untit Apr
the inferim, county planning offic
were directed to meet with the

operator to develop a mut

acceptable tmetable for submitt

additional information required by

state law and the ¢
ordinance (the 1

ounty's mining

51

recent

reclamation plan filed by the operator
was also found o be deficient).
Jim Pompy

Manager, Reclamation Unit
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Me
Th

.... a?ry Goldzband

¢ before 1 took the job as director
e California quz&mcm of
Conservation, [ learned the

importance of good wor

refationships. Now that I'm here, |

see a clear opportunity for the
department and local lead agencies to
itual goals in support of
uz%iy productive and
environmentally safe mi

each our

an economi

ning industry.

As I seeit, one of the keys to making

the Sur

g and Reclamation

he State Mining and
Loard took action af its

siness meeting

rol
tons. In addition

the flood con

, however, the

f
&
-
=
=
&
=
g
ﬁ;
o
T
:

to the incorpo miiam by lead
agencies of mineral resource
management policies into their
general plans, and adopted revisions
to ils Financial Ass
Changes to the Z nancial Assurance

§8
Guidelines included the addition «

surance Guidelines.

Act work is communication among
the department, the lead agencies and
the industry. That's why I'm excited
about the department’s strategic
planning process begun by my
predecessor, Elin Miller.

Through the strategic planning
process, we’ve opened the department
to input and feedback from all of our
stakeholders. This will allow us to
learn how we can better serve
stakeholder needs and address areas
where we may have shortcomings.
Our goal is a more efficient, more
effective Department of Conservation,

One aspect of SMARA where this is
paramount is enforcement, where it
seems to me we’ ve taken something of
a shotgun approach.

Trecently signed a number of letters

assessing penalties on mine operators
who are out of compl

mnce with the
law. But in all honesty, T would be the
happiest person who ever sat in this
of
more,

ice if I didn’t have to sign any

rifying the use of bonds

language ¢l

o

as financial assurance mechanisms,
and the mclusion of the revised cost
s ’fmémr worksheet example.
Copies of the Guidelines were mailed
to all Evz‘id agencies in February, and
are being provided o all SMARA
vorkshop part mts. To obtain a

board office in
22-1082.

copy, contact the

John G Parrish, Phi

Fxecutive

April - June 1997

[ envision development of an
enforcement strategy which benefits
those who work with us and follow the
rules, and has the proper framework to
bring those who aren’t with us into
comphiance. Ag it stands, the bad
actors who aren’t in compliance have
an unfair competitive advantage over
the good actors, and { want o get rid
of that advantage.

We can do this by creating clear

ruidelines about what is necessary (o
: f)’
get into compliance and stay ther

We will apply

the law fairly and

:wmey, And we will assess

COT

penalties on those who do not comply,

thus creating a disincentive for

Qé)i}(i(‘fiﬂﬁ%Eéiﬂ(ﬁ,ﬁl.

that SMARA can be a
challenging law to work with for lead

I under

agencies, mine operators and the
department. Neverth
imperative that California preserve its

cless, it s

natural resources and ensure that their
uses are not enviros
I look fk;rwau% to working
with you to accomplish thes

ntall Yy

hazardous.

yast,

Em State Mining and ( m%a E oard

has set July 1 as the due date for
submittis

1g the annual report to OMR.

tees will remain at




PART I: PARAMETERS

Editor’s Note: The following is part one of
a two-part series on development of
revegeiation performance standards,
excerpted from “Rehabilitation of
Disturbed Land
Decision-Making Guide,” by Gail Newton
(Department of Conservation publication

s in California: A

in preparation ).

The SMGB Regulations (Article 9
require that a reclamation plan set forth
the revegetation m‘%z‘mzzmx standards
and that these standards address cover,
ty and species- ichncs& "E’hu
standards are usually derived from
baseline data or from data ¢
Figures 1, 2 and 3 visually depict the
nitions of cover, density and species-
with the following text providing

dens

areference

richnes:

additional informatic

Cover is defined as "the vertical projection
of the crown or shoot area of a species o
the ground surface expressed as a
percentage of the r
Another way to vi

ference arca.

wocover 1s as the

ive crown one would see
the top of the ¢i

amnount of vcgctzrz

measurement of cover does not require

shserver be able 1o identi

mndividual plant species or be able to

determine indivi s, and i

’Hue:fwz: very use fui in grassland f

ually visually

3

serienced researchers.

ed mdividuals should n

rcher to mark

Figure 1

i Ed ¥ ¢ 3 & P P 2 [

Figure 2

Figure
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off the area being sampled. Using 100

e feet as an SRAINP

squat

would be

neasured by hzym

¢ atape

measure across the crown of the shrub
(in two directions, taling the average)
and determining the area of that circle

(ne?) (e.g., 10 square feet). Then the

cover of that shrub would be

ntage of the 100
square foot plot, or 10 percent.
Assuming six shrubs are within the
plot and all shrubs cover E(? square
feet, adding u p the

expressed as a pe

in the plot
-overed by all species wauﬁd z‘czfs‘uit n
60 percent cover. Once a person is
amiliar with visual estimation of

arca wit

1Y Can DI"(KICCd very

Density 1s simply the number of
mndividual plants or stems within the
reference area. Since this pm ameter
requires iaicw%ﬁumm of a
individual, ¢
shrubs and tre
ImMposs

sity 18 best mui on
5, and can be almost

ble Lo use on grasslands,
p
)

5. Once

again, the researcher

marks off the
NP
A

sample plot of 100 square feet. Next,
the researcher counts h e number of
iesin the plot.

ndividuals of each spe
These data will result in a density of
cach species and a total vegetative

density of the plot.

%f;{fc’ ies-

species

This parame %u* re f i

;h (}«{hcﬁzx Uamg iht:: same
.

example of a 100 square
;

from ea

foot plot,
ot's say there are six shrubs in the

S iwo manzanita, two redbud and
two buckbraush, While ¢
would be

lensity
st x, the species-richness
would be three.

One caution -- density and species-

ident

parameters. That is, they are absolute
numbers pera given plot size. As the

plot size i% increased, density and

species-richess are also increased,

though not linearly. While density
may increase linearly and could
therefore be converted to a ratio or
percentage, species-richness does not
increase lincarly. Thus, the plot size
used for sampling these parameters
after reclamation needs to be the same
as the plot size used for setting the
performance standards prior to
reclamation. This problem does not
occur with cover since it is expressed
as a percentage of the reference area.

Under many circumsiances, it 15 most
appropriate (o use onfy perennial
species for setting and reporting
performance k‘mndzrd& Such

To z‘epprow"izi‘wiy

umieters in the

plan, they should be

cx;w sed as a mean (avers
Vit

ey value

)
ha wfrvrum as to the range of
A% ues within each parameter and a
This will require some

simple statistical math, ¢

variance.
rostatistical

calculators can be used to generate

o

the plot sizet

Gail Newton
Env. Services Unit Manager

Seed Collection Guidelines

he following collection guidelines
are condensed and modified from
Guinon (19972},

be used fory

These guidelines can

E}i WOV,

et \§m
they are not appropriate for narrowly
endemic species or rare, endangered,

and threatened species.

se values, And don’t forget to staie
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A genetically diverse collection of
locally adapted plant material will
increase the hkclmood of success for
your revegetaiion project. With this
rinciple in mind, t

the forest nursery

ed seed zones for
the collection of seed of commercial
free species.

§

profession develope

The development oi‘
these seed zones required decades of
research on a very i;z sited number of
species. Unfortunately, this type of
data doesn't exist for the remaining
thousands of California native plants.
Until such data become available, the
fo Téwwmw guidelines are commonly
used on ww,gu tion sites in

1. Collect from sites closely re Mi@d
ECOLOGICALLY to the planting
site, Cwﬁc—e;%%vm need not be restricted
to project boun &anma but should be
cxmuc % by ecological boundaries
(watershed, ’% evation, aspect
soil type . Some mdécaifam of the
genetic hm;mid ry of a species

gained from
the plant.
poliinated sp
broadl:
insect- }mif

L ramfall,

can be

he pollination strategy of

25 (\7{ a wind-

! be more

W
ed Emr those of

s potential.

1 laree

%xzzmbcz‘ )y of widely spaced

100 meters) mdividuals, rather than

from a few close relatives, to hmit

inbreedir

O

to diversify the gene pool.

4

Continued on page

ku,m, see the inal publication

by Guinon for a more thorough

f
of t M

Cuinon
v alion

is topi

100ng gene conse

1 and plant procurement.

Forest

cimw stern

sociation, Fallen Leaf

Ay

Septemnber 14-18, 1992
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The SMARA Updaze is o quarterly publication of the Department of
Conservation’s Office of Mine Reclamation] 801 K Street. MS 09-06,
Sacramento, California 95814 (916 323.5108,

hitpi//www.consrv.ca. gov/omi/index hunl The purpose of this publication will
be that of imparting the Jatést in reclamation tips) as well as'changes in
legisiation or interpretation of existing statutes by court.decisions.

Director Lawrence 1 Goldzband
Chief Depuly Director B:B: Blevins
Deputy Director Pat Mechan
Assistant Director for OMR Dennis 10 Bryant
Newsletter Editor- Deborah Hermmiann

 April - June 1997

Department of Conservation
OFFICE OF MINE RECLAMATION

801 K Street, MS (09-06
Sacramento, CA 95814-35

(A

9




